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New synthetic methods to the total synthesis of natural and non-natural organic molecules;
synthesis of polyketide-derived polycyclic natural products with full or partial aromatization;
synthesis of polyphenols, specifically catechin- and epicatechin-derived natural products;
synthesis of structurally intriguing non-natural products, including strained molecules such as
dicyclo- and tricyclobutabenzenes

Soccer and reading novels

My first experiment WasS... the preparation of proline-derived chiral ligands for

asymmetric alkylation.

M y favorite subjects at school were... history and English.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be... an oceanographer/scuba diver/fisherman.

I chose chemistry as a career... because it is just fun!
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I a nutshell, my research involves... lessons on organic reactivity during “often-unsuccessful” multi-
step syntheses.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is... to meet many people from different backgrounds,
generations, nationalities, and with different ideas.
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M y motivation... traces back to good old days at ETH, witnessing wonderful chemical heritage. An
opportunity Prof. Seebach generously provided about 20 years ago.

When 1 wake up, I... do some small exercises.
My favorite science author is... Gilbert Stork.

M y favorite musician/band/composers are... Beethoven/Dvorak/The Beatles.
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